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REPORT 

OF  THE 

GAME  COMMISSION. 


To  His  ExcellencT,  Samuel  W.  Peimypacker,  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania : 


Sir:  In  eomi)lianee  with  the  Aet  of  June  25th,  1895,  creatino-  the 
Board  of  Game  Commissioners  of  this  Commonwealtli  and  prescrib- 


ing its  duties,  we  hereby  respectfully  submit  to  you  our  report  of 
^work  done  through  and  under  our  direction  during  the  year  inter- 
% vening  from  November  1st,  1994,  to  November  1st,  1905;  and  that 
you  may  the  more  thoroughly  understand  the  situation  and  grounds 
upon  which  this  report  is  based,  we  attach  herewith  a copy  of  the 
rej)ort  of  our  Secretary  for  the  same  j)eriod. 


From  what  we  have  been  able  to  gather  from  this  and  other 
reports  made  to  us  and  from  personal  examination  made  in  different 
parts  of  the  State,  we  feel  satistic'd  that  song  and  insectivorous  birds 
of  all  kinds  classed  as  wild-birds  other  than  game  birds,  are  in- 
creasing in  the  State,  and  that  the  benefit  to  the  Commonwealth 
through  this  increase  from  an  economic  point  of  view  is  most 
marked.  We  feel  that  game  birds  of  all  kinds,  excepting  (piail,  are 
more  numerous  than  for  years  jtast,  and  that  game  (juadru])eds, 
si;ch  as  deer,  bear  and  rabbits  are  increasing  in  numbers,  in  that 
t(‘rritory  on  which  tlu'y  were  found  last  year  and  in  many  instances 
are  found  in  sections  whereon,  prior  to  this  time,  they  had  ai>parently 
been  exterminated,  thereby  supplying  in  this  manner  an  incentive  for 
exercise  and  recreation  that  can  be  funiished  in  no  other  way;  an 
experience  in  camp  life,  in  handling  and  caring  for  firearms  that  is 
of  very  great  value  to  the  men  of  all  ages  who  indulge  in  it. 

The  peace  and  rest  given  the  wild  bird  and  game  through  the 
absence  of  forest  fires  during  the  i)ast  year  has  been  a very  great 
factor  towards  this  increase  of  game  and  wild-birds  and  we  feel  that 
the  work  done  by  the  Department  of  Forestry  deserves  special  men- 
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tion  at  oiir  hands.  In  our  opinion  many  of  the  yonng  wild-birds  and 
animals  are  destroyed  by  spring  forest  fires,  more  than  by  many 
other  causes  combined.  The  food  snpply  of  snch  creatures  is  also 
entirely  cut  off  upon  the  burned  territory,  resulting  very  frequently 
in  the  starvation  of  the  individual  one  that  may  escape  the  flames. 

We  reiterate  the  assertion  made  in  onr  last  report  that  the  pres- 
ence of  many  unnaturalized  foreign  born  residents  within  our  borders 
and  their  disposition  to  handle  guns,  is  a constant  and  exceedingly 
grave  menace  to  onr  wild  life  in  the  State  and  to  the  peace  of  many 
communities  wherein  they  are  found.  We  believe  that  the  passage 
of  an  act  prohibiting  these  people  from  carrying  fire  arms  in  any 
public  place  at  any  time  would  have  a most  beneficial  effect. 

We  feel  that  the  law  recently  signed  bj-  your  Excellency,  authoriz- 
ing the  appointment  of  Special  Deputy  Game  Protectors  is  of  very 
great  value  to  the  cause  that  tliis  Board  represents  in  this  State. 
We  have  had  numbers  of  applications  for  appointment  to  positions 
of  this  kind  from  men  of  the  highest  character  in  the  State  and 
to-day  have  more  than  seventy  officers  looking  after  the  interests  of 
game  and  wild-bird  protection  under  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  Be- 
sides these  men  we  have  fifty-five  regular  deputies  and  eight  game 
pi'otectors,  all  of  whom  are  duly  sworn  and  under  bond  as  required 
by  the  act  authorizing  their  appointment.  Each  one  in  his  place 
seems  to  be  acting  with  discretion,  considering  the  rights  of  the 
jieople  and  refraining  in  all  instances  from  prosecutions  that  might 
appear  to  be  persecutions.  We  have  had  occasion  during  the  past 
years  to  recall  commissions  issued  to  four  men,  who  appeared  to 
have  wilfully  exceeded  the  authority  given  them  by^  law  and  the 
instructions  from  onr  office. 

The  appropriation  of  $20,000  as  signed  by  your , Excellency  has 
placed  this  Board  in  position  to  demonstrate  to  a much  better  ad- 
vantage its  usefulness  thronghoui  the  State  and  its  value  to  all 
the  peoijle  of  the  State,  not  alone  through  the  protection  it  can 
give  to  game,  but  through  the  preservation  of  wild-bird  life  with  all 
that  means  either  economic  or  asthetic. 

The  appropriation  of  .fC,000  for  the  purchase  and  propagation  of 
game  seems  to  be  a step  in  the  right  direction,  and  while  it  was  not 
asked  for  by  the  Game  Commission,  is  most  acceptable  to  us  and 
will  be  expended  in  such  manner  as  will  in  our  opinion  mean  the 
most  good  to  the  State  and  that  will  demonstrate  the  possibility^ 
of  future  appropriations  for  this  purpose. 

The  protection  accorded  to  our  agricultural  sections  during  what 
is  known  as  the  closed  season,  from  gunners  of  all  classes  and  the 
protection  to  sheep,  cattle,  horses  and  the  farmers  in  the  prevention 
of  the  running  of  dogs,  are  of  undoubted  value  to  the  State. 
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^ye  feel  that  the  mauv  benefits  that  can  be  attained  through  the 
game  laws  now  on  the  statute  books,  entitle  those  engaged  in  the 
( nforceineiit  of  these  laws  to  tlu'  support  and  hearty  co-operation 
of  every  good  citizen  within  the  Commonwealth.  We  refrain  at 
this  time  from  attempting  recommendations  of  any  kind.  We  thank 
Your  Excellency  for  the  kindly  manner  in  which  you  treated  bills 
during  the  last  Legislature  pertaining  to  game  and  wild-bird  pro- 
tection and  to  the  interest  of  this  Commission. 

We  call  your  special  attention  to  the  findings  of  the  Auditor  as 
attached  to  the  report  of  our  Secretary,  showing  the  receipts  and 
disbursements  of  money  up  to  this  date.  This  is  the  first  private 
audit  of  our  accounts  and,  as  shown  by  the  auditor,  places  everything 
in  as  good  shape  as  we  could  desire.  This  is  in  addition  to  the  audit 
of  the  accounts  by  the  Auditor  (Jeneral.  Y'e  do  not  know  that  this 
is  customary  in  all  instances,  but  we  felt  that  we  would  like  to  have 
our  accounts  balanced  by  some  outsider  and  have,  therefore,  had 
that  done,  as  the  books  of  any  business  enterprize  would  be  done. 

Respectfully, 

W.  M.  KENNEDY. 

Rresident. 

J.  H .WORDEN, 

C.  K.  SOBER, 

CHARLES  B.  PENROSE. 

W.  HEYWARD  MYERS, 
FRANK  O.  HARRIS, 

Board  of  Game  Commissioners. 


REPORT  OP  SECRETARY. 


Harrisburg,  Pa.,  October  31,  IfiOo. 
To  the  Honorable,  the  Members  of  the  Game  Commission: 

Gentlemen:  I herewith  submit  to  you  my  report  of  work  done 

personally  and  through  my  directions  during  the  time  intervening 
between  November,  1904,  and  November,  1905.  This  work  includes 
only  the  work  done  by  Game  Protectors,  Deputy  Game  Protectors 
and  Special  Deputy  Game  Protectors  connected  with  this  Commis- 
sion. 

In  my  report  of  last  November  I stated  that  in  my  estimation 
game  of  all  kinds  in  this  State,  excepting  quail,  was  iucreasing  and 
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that  wild-birds  other  than  game  birds  were  also  rapidly  increasing, 
i now  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  this  opinion  is  contirmed  by  the 
reports  received  from  the  several  officers  connected  with  this  Com- 
mission. 

Early  in  September  I sent  out  a circular  letter  to  these  men, 
asking  that  they  especially  make  report  upon  the  conditions  of  game 
and  wild-birds  in  their  section.  These  reports  for  September  cov- 
ered every  county  in  the  State,  indicating  that  deer,  bear,  pheasants 
and  wild-lurkeys  have  iierceptably  increased  in  that  territory,  where- 
in they  were  found  during  the  last  year,  and  that  in  many  cases 
game  of  one  or  more  of  these  varieties  are  found  upon  territories, 
where  even  a year  ago  nothing  appeared  to  exist.  Sipiirrels  are 
reported  to  be  scarce  over  the  entire  State.  These  reports  assert 
that  the  number  of  cpiail  throughout  the  State  has  t)een  sadly 
reduced,  but  that  more  or  less  are  found  in  each  county,  and  that 
protection  during  the  open  season  and  care  during  the  closed  season 
should  give  us  enough  to  replenish  our  depleted  covers  next  year. 
The  care  necessary  to  accomplish  this  end  is  not  simply  jirotection 
from  illegal  hunters,  but  protection  from  the  elements,  from  starva- 
tion, fi*om  hawks,  foxes,  weasels,  and  other  enemies,  especially  the 
house-cat.  This,  it  seems  to  me,  can  l)e  secured  011I3'  through  the 
systematic  and  general  trapping  of  (piail  in  the  State  after  the  close 
of  the  open  season.  Their  preservation  in  coops  during  the  winter 
and  separation  into  pairs  before  releasing  them  in  the  spring,  as 
suggested  in  my  circular  letter  of  January  3rd,  1905,  entitled  “Save 
Our  Birds,”  a copy  of  which  I herewith  attach  and  desire  to  make 
a part  of  this  report. 

I am  sorry  to  be  compelled  to  repeat  that  the  slaughter  of  all  game 
and  the  killing  of  our  wild-birds  by  unnaturalized  foreign  born  resi- 
dents is  still  carried  on  to  a very  great  extent,  notwithstanding  the 
vigilence  of  our  officers,  and  the  very  heavy  penalties  imposed  upon 
some  of  these  people.  Exactly  what  means  to  resort  to  to  attain 
the  desired  end  or  even  to  secure  the  best  results,  I am  at  a loss  to 
understand.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  only  remedy  would  1k‘  to  se- 
cure the  passage  of  a law  forbidding  the  possession  of  a gun  of  any 
descrii)tion  by  any  individual  not  a citizen  of  the  Thiited  States.  I 
understand  that  the  State  of  New  York  has  a statute  of  this  kind, 
the  same  reading:  “No  person  not  a citizen  of  the  United  States 

shall  have  or  carry  any  lire-arms  or  dangerous  weapons  in  any  public 
place  at  any  time.”  I took  occasion  to  write  the  Commissioner  of 
Forestry,  Fish  and  Game  of  New  York  State,  relative  to  the  legal 
status  of  this  provision,  its  constitutionality,  whether  the  matter  had 
been  tested  by  the  New  York  courts.  *kc.,  and  am  in  receipt  of  this, 
his  rei)iy,  to  the  effect  that  the  law  has  not  at  this  time  been  tested 
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ii.  the  courts.  He  says,  “It  does  not  seem  at  all  doubtful  to  us  that 
the  State  can  exercise  its  police  powers  to  stop  dangerous  practices 
and  the  law  was  framed  by  a well  known  lawyer,  who  was  a member 
of  the  Legislature,’’  &c. 

It  would  seem  that  the  number  of  unnaturalized  foreign  born  resi- 
dents who  have  secured  a license  to  hunt  under  out  laws,  as  it  now 
stands,  is  limited  indeed.  Perhaps  the  entire  number  in  the  State 
can  be  counted  upon  the  fingers  of  one  hand.  So  that  the  question 
of  any  possible  income  from  this  source  to  the  Game  Commission 
is  not  to  be  considered.  The  question  of  penalties  would  still  remain 
as  it  is,  and  under  a law  such  as  exists  in  New  York  State,  there 
seems  to  be  no  possibility  of  escape.  Thus  our  revenues  from  pen- 
alties would  be  very  largely  increased,  or  a number  of  these  people 
would  be  compelled  to  take  out  their  naturalization  papers  and  be- 
come citizens  of  the  United  States.  I VvOuld,  therefore,  recommend 
that  the  Game  Commission  of  this  State  ask  the  next  Legislature  to 
enact  a similar  prohibition  in  Pennsylvania.  The  trouble  we  are 
compelled  to  meet  in  enforcing  the  present  law  relative  to  the 
unnaturalized  foreign  born  resident  can  only  be  known  to  the  one 
actually  connected,  as  I am,  with  prosecutions  over  the  entire  State. 
In  some  counties  this  element  or  its  influence  appears  to  predom- 
inate. We  are  beaten,  no  matter  what  evidence  we  may  produce. 
In  others,  legal  and  technical  questions  are  raised  to  defeat  our 
ends.  In  some,  pedagogy  lawyers  argue  and  sometimes  successfully 
too,  that  our  work  means  no  good  to  the  State  and  that  the  prose- 
cution in  question  is  brought  simply  to  make  money  for  the  officer 
as  an  individual.  If  the  unnaturalized  foreign  born  resident  was 
forbidden  to  have  a gun  in  possession,  many  of  these  difficulties 
would  be  overcome.  Much  of  our  game  and  very  many  of  our  wild- 
birds  would  be  saved,  besides  the  expense  that  I cannot  express  in 
words  or  figures,  that  through  the  use  of  fire-arms  of  one  sort  or 
another  by  these  people,  is  fixed  upon  every  count}-  in  the  State. 
The  carrying  of  fire-arms  by  this  class  of  people  seems  to  be  a 
question  not  of  game  and  wdld-bird  protection  alone. 

The  new  game  law  seems  to  be  generally  acceptable  to  the  public. 
Individuals  here  and  there  raise  objections  to  this  or  that  require- 
ment, most  of  these  questions  being  immaterial.  Some  question  is 
raised  concerning  the  value  of  that  provision  of  the  law  concerning 
the  killing  of  wild  water  fowl,  which  prohibits  shooting  from  Jan- 
uary first  to  April  first,  then  creating  an  open  season  for  two  w^eeks. 
If  the  ground  for  stopping  spring  shooting  of  this  kind  of  game,  chief 
of  which  was  that  the  birds  were  mating-  and  at  this  time  move  to 
their  breeding  grounds,  is  correct,  it  seems  to  me  tln‘  oi)ening  of  a 
season  of  any  length  during  April  is  absolutely  wrong,  and  to  the 
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extent  of  that  open  season  nullifies  I he  inirpose  of  those  who  drafted 
this  bill.  Ordinaril^y  we  have  no  shooting  during  Januaiw  and  Feb- 
ruary. The  law  then,  as  it  now  stands,  has  little  or  no  effect  during 
these  months.  When  the  winter  breaks  and  the  ice  goes  out  late  in 
February  or  March,  ducks,  the  larger  varieties,  such  as  mallards  and 
black  ducks  (dusky  mallards)  appear.  They  are  not  mating  a(  ihat 
time,  nor  are  they  moving  toward  their  summer  home.  They  appear 
to  have  been  simply  blown  inland  by  storms  and  are  coming  and 
going  without  any  fixed  purpose.  Sometimes,  unless  driven  out  by 
gunners  they  stay  in  one  neighborhood  for  weeks  at  a time.  It 
seems  to  me,  therefore,  if  there  must  be  any  spring  shooting  at  all, 
it  should  be  during  March  and  not  during  April,  and  that  an  open 
season  in  April  simply  defeats  the  intended  purpose  of  the  new 
provisions. 

I have  reports  sent  me  between  January  first  and  April  first,  190.3, 
of  the  running  of  thirty-five  deer  by  dogs.  Seventeen  of  these  deer 
were  killed  by  said  dogs.  Since  the  signing  of  the  new  game  law, 
with  its  strenuous  provisions  regarding  dogs,  I have  had  reported 
the  running  of  but  four  deer  by  dogs,  none  of  which  were  killed.  I 
have  had  reported  to  me  by  officers  of  this  Commission  since  the 
twenty-second  day  of  April,  last,  the  date  of  the  approval  of  the  new 
game  law,  the  killing  of  something  like  199  deer  running  dogs,  all 
of  which  were  either  caught  in  the  act  of  following  upon  the  track 
of  deer,  or  killed  upon  information  based  u{)on  affidavits  that  these 
dogs  had  some  time  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  such  affidavit 
run  or  pursued  deer.  I have  also  i-eceived  word  of  the  killing  of  more 
than  299  additional  dogs  by  oulsiders.  Each  one  of  these  animals 
being  habitual  runners  of  deer  or  small  game.  Some  of  them  run 
almost  continually,  day  and  night,  except  during  that  time  needed 
for  rest  and  feeding.  Some  few  of  these  dogs  may  have  been  of 
value.  The  majority  of  them  are  worthless,  many  of  them  without 
owners  or  home,  compelled  to  get  a living  through  the  chase,  and 
a constant  menace  to  game.  I am  fre(juenily  told  that  no  dogs  are 
now  heard  running  game,  deer  as  well  as  small  game,  where  prior 
to  last  April  they  could  be  heard  at  all  times,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  very  much  of  this  is  due  to  the  enactment  of  this  new  provision. 
If  the  same  proportion  of  house-cats  could  be  killed  the  benefit  to 
wild  birds  would  be  most  notal)le.  The  effect  of  the  runv  law  on  the 
use  of  bird  dogs  hunting  deer  remains  to  be  tested.  I am  of  the 
o]iinion  that  many  hunteis  will  j)refer  to  leave  their  bird  dogs  at 
home  during  Ihe  two  weeks  of  the  o])en  season  for  deer,  in  ])reference 
lo  getting  into  troubh^  over  the  possibility  of  the  pursuit  of  deer, 
(for  the  distance  of  199  yards)  by  such  dog. 

1 take  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  interest  of  the  people  of  the 
State,  hunters,  non-huntei  s,  ladies  as  well  as  gentlemen,  in  game  and 
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wild-bird  proteotiou  is  rapidly  increasing  and  is  most  noticeable;  that 
many  clubs  have  been  organized  for  this  purpose  during  the  last 
year.  Quite  a number  of  prominent  gentlemen  in  the  communities 
where  they  reside  have  petitioned  for  the  appointment  of  Special 
Deputy  Game  Protectors,  simply  that  they  may  be  placed  in  j)ositiou 
to  use  the  power  given  them,  when  occasion  requires. 

We  have  at  this  time  9 regular  (lanie  Protectors,  55  Deputy  Game 
I'rotectors,  and  50  Special  Deputy  Game  Protectors,  several  of  the 
latter  being  appointed  in  the  ditt'eient  parts  of  the  State  upon  the 
recommendation  of  Game  Protective  organizations,  who  have  vouched 
for  their  fitness  and  integrity.  All  of  these  men  have  taken  the  oath 
required  by  the  law'  authorizing  their  appointment.  I believe  each 
individual  of  this  force,  without  exception,  to  be  honest  and  energetic 
ii".  his  w'ork,  earnestly  laboring  for  the  good  of  game  and  wild-bird 
protection,  and  that  through  their  efforts  we  will,  during  the  coming 
year,  be  able  to  show  a very  decided  improvement  of  our  work. 

F'rom  reports  of  our  officers  and  personal  contact  with  many  in- 
dividuals in  different  parts  of  the  State,  I am  convinced  that  the 
laws  for  game  and  wild-bird  protection  are  popular,  and  that  the 
Game  Commission,  not  only  has  the  sympathy  and  good  will  of  the 
great  majority  of  our  people,  but  that  very  many  of  them  are  taking 
an  active  interest  in  the  work.  We  have  had  some  trouble  with 
county  officials,  who  have  refused  to  pay  to  our  officers  certain  fees 
specified  in  ihe  law'.  This  is  done  under  the  claim  that  the  act 
authorizing  such  payment  is  unconstitutional,  or  for  some  like 
reason,  and  has  caused  more  than  one  officer  to  hesitate  in  his 
work.  These  questions,  as  they  aris(%  should  be  pushed  to  a conclu- 
sion in  the  courts,  and  the  exact  rights  of  our  officei-s  be  clearly 
established.  I take  pleasure  in  saying  that  I do  not  know'  of  one 
single  instance  of  an  officer  connected  with  this  Commission,  either 
leading  an  innocent  person  into  temptation  for  the  ])urpose  of  col- 
lecting penalties,  or  making  a prosecution  for  any  reason,  (*xcepting 
for  wilful  and  deliberate  violation  of  the  game  law  by  the  defendant 
in  question. 

We  have  issued  thirteen  certificates  to  take  biials  for  scientific 
study  since  the  approval  of  the  new'  game  law  of  April  22nd,  19(15. 
All  of  these  gentlemen  are  of  the  best  character,  as  ('stablished  by 
])apers  filed  with  their  applications.  It'e  have  received  numerons 
communications  relative  to  hunting  on  Sunday  from  various  parts 
of  the  State,  not  because  tlnue  was  more  of  this  thing  being  done 
than  heretofore,  but  because*  of  (he  increased  intere'st  in  gann'  and 
wild  bird  piotection  by  the  ])eople.  Investigations  upon  our  part 
show'  that  in  some  sections  of  flu*  State*  hunting  een  Sunday  is  epiite 
e-ommon,  anel  se*e*nis  te>  be  the  jnepular  ieleei.  l\'e  aic*  eleeing  our  very 
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best  to  bring  this  practice  to  an  end,  and  give  to  our  game  the  one 
day’s  rest  out  of  seven  of  the  otherwise  open  season.  The  great 
majority  of  the  violations  of  this  class  appears  to  belong  to  the 
foreign  elements,  who,  not  being  able  to  follow  their  ordinary  voca- 
tions upon  Sundaj^,  very  often  put  in  their  time  in  violating  the 
game  law,  much  to  our  annoyance  and  frequently  to  their  extreme 
expense.  The  penalty  for  hunting  on  Sunday  by  anyone  is  $25. 
The  penalty  inq30sed  by  law  upon  the  unnaturalized  foreign  born 
resident  for  hunting  without  a license  is  $25,  so  that  when  these 
people  hunt  without  a license  and  on  Sunday  the  penalty,  as  fixed 
by  law,  is  $50  with  costs.  The  penalty  for  killing  any  one  of  the 
birds  designated  as  game  birds  by  law,  renders  the  person  violating 
that  provision  liable  to  $25  and  costs  While  the  killing  of  any  one 
of  the  v.’ild  birds  other  than  game  birds  renders  him  liable  to  $10 
and  costs.  So  that  an  arrest  of  one  of  these  people  for  violating 
tiie  game  laws  seldom  results  in  a penalty  of  less  than  $60  or  $70 
with  costs,  some  times  very  much  more  than  this  amount.  One 
Italian  named  Peppi,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he  was  natur- 
alized, being  compelled  to  pay  $420  in  penalties  with  additional  costs 
for  his  summer’s  work  in  violating  the  game  near  Safe  Harbor,  Lan- 
caster county.  Severe  as  this  penalty  was,  its  effect  seems  to  have 
been  limited  and  men  of  this  type  in  camps  not  more  than  ten  miles 
away  are  still  reported  as  doing  the  same  thing.  Two  men  in  the 
same  camp  hunting  out  of  season  and  killing  birds,  because  the 
aforesaid  Peppi  did  it,  were  arrested  and  compelled  to  pay,  one  $60 
and  costs  and  the  other  $70  and  costs.  These  men  appeared  to  be 
wholly  ignorant  of  the  law  and  simply  followed  the  example  set  by 
Peppi.  I frequently  come  upon  occurrences  of  this  kind  and  I think 
the  Commission  should  strive  to  have  printed  and  posted  in  all  of 
the  camps  of  foreigners  in  this  State  notices  in  their  respective 
languages,  calling  attention  to  the  laws  and  their  liability  for  their 
violation.  While  it  is  the  law'  and  is  our  only  method  of  correcting 
existing  evils,  it  seems  to  me  extremely  hard  to  compel  these  j)oor 
people  to  part  in  this  way  wdtli  their  hard  earned  dollars. 

I have  hesitated  to  have  these  notices  published  wfithout  your 
direct  orders,  because  of  the  excessive  costs  of  their  publication. 
One  printer  in  Wilkes-Barre,  who  has  been  doing  work  for  the 
State,  and  to  wdiom  I wms  recommended  as  a translator,  demanded 
$200  for  500  posters  on  cloth,  printed  in  Italian  or  Slavish,  each 
poster  containing  not  more  than  400  words.  The  exact  cost  of  such 
a form  should  not  exceed  10  cents  at  the  outside.  A careful  estimate 
by  men  engaged  in  the  ju-inting  business  sliows  that  it  sliould  not 
exceed  5 cents.  I await  your  direction  in  this  matter. 

I herewith  attach  a copy  of  the  balance  sheet,  showing  the  tinan- 
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cial  standing  of  the  Commission  at  this  time,  the  same  being  the 
finding  of  the  auditor  directed  by  this  board. 

Yon  will  notice  the  income  to  the  Commission  through  the  warden 
service  each  year  during  the  time  covered  by  this  statement  and 
that  this  amount  during  the  last  year,  as  returned  direct  to  this 
office  by  our  officers,  was  close  to  |2.500.  This  amount  is  about  one- 
half  of  that  actually  recovered,  as,  piior  to  April  22nd,  1905,  one- 
half  of  all  the  penalties  recovered  went  to  the  officers  direct,  while 
the  other  half  was  returned  to  the  County  Treasurer,  who,  after  de- 
ducting five  per  cent,  for  his  service  forwarded  the  balance  to  the 
State  Treasury  for  our  use.  Under  the  present  law  our  representa- 
tives are  paid  the  full  amount  recovered  by  the  Justice  and  he  in 
turn  forv.ards  the  same  to  this  office,  thus  saving  the  percentage 
heretofore  paid  out  for  nothing. 

I wish  to  report  that  owing  to  the  manner  of  printing  and  delivery 
of  the  pamphlet  containing  the  game,  fish  and  forestry  laws,  (the 
delivery  to  this  office  of  the  entire  allotment,  8,000  copies),  while 
but  a limited  number,  was  delivered  to  the  House,  the  Senate  and 
to  the  other  Departments  mentioned  in  the  resolution  directing  its 
publication,  the  deficiency  still  being  unprinted,  the  demand  upon 
this  office  was  enormous  and  rapidly  consumed  the  books  at  our 
disposal.  I attempted  to  have  the  number  increased  through  the 
Auditor  General,  and  was  told  that  they  could  not  be  increased  by 
a single  copy,  nor  could  they  pay  for  one  single  copy  above  the 
number  set  apart  to  our  use.  I,  therefore,  after  consultation  with 
Mr.  Worden,  of  the  Commission,  order  (i.OOO  copies  additional  and 
will  be  compelled  to  pay  for  same  out  of  funds  of  the  Commission 
at  the  rate  of  |50  per  thousand.  To  meet  this  outlay  I am  sending 
a circular  letter  to  all  applicants  stating  the  facts  as  they  exist,  and 
that  I will  be  compelled  to  ask  10  cents  per  copy  for  this  book. 
I have  but  little  doubt  that  the  entire  number  will  be  disposed 
of  during  the  next  year.  At  the  figure  stated  the  book  costs  us  5 
cents,  the  postage  will  cost  4 cents  per  copy,  so  that  we  are  ahead 
1 cent  where  the  actual  money  is  paid  in  the  first  instance.  Where 
we  will  be  compelled  to  send  out  our  circular  letter  we  will  fall 
behind  one  cent  through  this  transaction.  Still  I think  this  is  about 
the  best  we  could  do  under  the  circumstances. 

Communications  by  mail  to  this  office  during  the  past  year  have 
very  largely  increased.  i\Iauy  of  the  complaints  that  come  to  us  in 
this  way  prove,  upon  investigation,  to  be  without  foundation  in  fact. 
Many  that  are  correct  in  every  way  are  so  covered  by  the  jiarties 
committing  the  offense,  or  by  those  knowing  the  facts,  as  to  block  us 
absolutely  in  our  work  of  attempted  convictions.  Still  the  effect  is 
good,  for  these  parties  sooner  or  later  understand  that  we  an*  after 
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them  and  hesitate  to  t-enew  the  oli'ense.  I,  therefore,  am  satisfied 
that  the  financial  return  as  shown  by  onr  balance  sheet  does  not 
by  any  means  cover  the  entire  benefit  secured  through  the  work  of 
our  ofticers.  Some  of  these  men  seem  to  be  exceedingly  energetic, 
covering  verj'  great  territory,  but  still  fall  short  in  the  recovery  of 
penalties. 

I will  not  attempt  to  state  specifically  the  causes  for  which  we 
have  brought  suits,  nor  the  number  of  persons  prosecuted  for  viola- 
tions of  the  game  law  during  the  past  year;  but  call  attention  to  the 
amount  of  penalties  secured  as  a proof  of  what  has  been  done.  I 
would  also  state  that  in  many  cases,  where  convictions  were  se- 
cured the  defendant  served  one  day  for  each  dollar  of  penalty  unpaid 
in  preference  to  the  payment  of  said  penalty  in  cash.  We  have  lost 
some  cases  for  various  reasons,  sometimes  without  just  cause  and 
most  aggravating,  but  have  ordinarily  been  successful.  I feel  that 
even  when  we  have  failed  to  secure  a conviction,  the  lesson  taught 
is  well  worth  the  outlay.  We  have  already  lost  two  cases  brought 
for  the  use  of  naptha  iMinches  in  pursuing  wild  water  fowl,  the 
use  of  which  is  forbidden  by  the  new  law.  The  witnesses  in  both 
cases  failed  to  sustain  statements  made  to  the  ofticers  prior  to  the 
arrest. 

At  our  disposal  is  a special  appropriation  of  |6,000,  given  to  the 
Commission  for  the  purpose  of  propagation  and  purchase  of  certain 
game.  In  the  matter  of  game  I feel  we  can  purchase  to  much  better 
advantage  from  overstocked  private  preserves  in  the  State,  than  we 
can  by  propagation,  and  would  recommend  that  this  method  be 
adopted.  I understand  that  a limited  number  of  quail  for  propa- 
gating purposes  only  can  be  purchased  in  several  of  the  States  in 
the  south  and  west.  I have  determined  with  the  permission  and 
order  of  this  Commission  to  trap  certain  wild-turkeys,  in  the  spring 
lideasing  same  in  territory  well  adapted  to  their  prosperity  and 
where  a fevc  years  ago  this  game  was  found  in  considerable  num- 
bers, but  where  at  this  time,  because  of  the  lack  of  adequate  pro- 
tection it  has  become  extinct.  Some  of  the  male  birds  thus  secured 
I desire  to  retain  in  captivity  with  certain  females  of  a species 
found  near  Hopewell  in  Bedford  county.  The  birds  of  this  species 
at  this  time  appear  to  be  about  one-half  wild  and  are  reported  to 
b('  ca])able  of  foraging  for  themselves  even  during  the  severe  winter 
weather,  and  I believe,  with  the  addition  of  the  wild  blood  thus 
ii'troduced  will  make  typical  wild  turkevs,  able  to  care  for  them- 
selves anywhere  at  any  time.  Birds  of  this  kind  can  be  reared  in 
captivity  with  as  much  certainty  of  success  as  can  the  ordinary  tame 
turk(w  and  can  be  released  in  places  adapted  to  them  in  every  way. 
Some  of  this  work,  I know,  is  purely  experimental  and  we  may  fall 
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short  of  success,  but  I feel  that  without  a begimiinji:  there  can  be 
no  finish,  and  I would  therefore  recoinniend  that  a coininittee  of 
such  number  as  you  may  deem  best,  be  appointed  by  this  Commis- 
sion at  this  time  to  look  after  these  interests  and  direct  the  disburse- 
ment of  this  money. 

AVe  have  not  had  one  single  ofllc(‘r  shot,  or  shot  at,  during  the 
present  year,  as  against  five  shot  at  and  three  actually  shot  during 
the  year  ending  Xovember  1st,  1901.  Even  while  I write  though  I 
am  informed  that  one  of  our  officers,  Frank  Itowe,  of  AAdlkes-llarre, 
in  attempting  to  make  an  arrest  last  week  was  compelled  to  defend 
himself,  which  he  did  with  his  fists,  his  opponent  dying  the  afternoon 
of  the  day  on  which  the  fight  took  place.  _ AVhat  the  result  of  this 
trouble  may  be  remains  to  be  demonstrated. 

AVe  have  already  expended  one  quarterly  allowance  of  our  appro- 
priation, |2,500,  and  in  addition  the  income  derived  from  penalties 
and  license  fees,  which  amount  is  shown  in  the  statement  hereto 
attached.  This  fund  derived  as  before  stated  from  fines,  penalties, 
«S:c.,  has  enabled  us  to  reach  this  point  in  our  work  without  drawing 
upon  the  appropriation  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  quarter, 
September  first.  This  leaves  a balance  of  !f7,500  to  be  expended 
during  the  balance  of  this  fiscal  year  and  110,000  for  the  next  fiscal 
year. 

I desire  to  say  that  the  item  in  each  year's  statement  under  the 
heading  of  warden  service  includes  not  only  the  money  paid  out  by 
this  office  in  the  form  of  salaries  and  expenses,  but  also  the  one-half 
of  the  penalties  returned  by  us  to  the  Deputy  or  Special  Deputy,  to 
which  amount  he  is  entitled  under  the  law,  this  being  the  only  pay 
he  receives  for  services  rendered,  unless  specially  engaged  by  this 
office.  Our  liabilities  for  warden  services  during  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember amounted  to  1695.01,.  and  we  approximate  that  amount  for 
the  month  of  October.  During  the  month  of  November  we  may  have 
this  amount  increased  by  several  hundred  dollars,  owing  to  the  time 
of  the  year  and  the  special  duties  that  we  may  have  to  ])erform. 
A"ou,  of  course,  understand  that  our  expenditures  are  not  fixed  by 
any  set  rule,  and  while  we  have  been  able  to  do  this  during  the  past 
quarter  of  this  fiscal  year,  the  next  quarter  may  consume  any  sur])lus 
we  may  have  on  hand. 

There  still  remains  unpaid  the  |200  retainer  of  E.  E.  Beidleman, 
attorney,  as  fixed  by  our  Commission  in  July  last,  and  |375.(H)  unpaid 
balance  to  Dr.  Joseph  Kalbfus,  Secretary  of  this  Commission. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  benefit  to  the  service  in  general  and 
especially  to  the  office  through  the  addition  of  the  stenographer 
authorized  at  your  last  meeting,  must  in  I he  near  futur**,  if  it  is 
not  at  present,  be  evident  to  everyone  of  tins  Commission.  AAJien 
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1 consider  the  matter  myself  I cannot  clearly  see  how  I,  as  an 
individual,  could  have  accomplished  more  than  was  accomplished. 
The  only  wonder  to  me  is  that  we  met  the  demands  made  upon  us 
as  we  did,  and  that  our  accounts  are  not  more  tangled  than  they 
have  turned  out  to  be  under  the  hands  of  the  auditor.  I desire  to 
thank  30U  personally  for  the  help  given  me  in  this  way  and  am 
satisfied  that  the  return  in  improvement  of  the  service  will  much 
Djore  than  make  return  for  the  outlay. 

All  of  which  I respectfully  submit. 

JOSEPH  KALBFUS, 
Secretaiw  of  the  Game  Commission. 


AUDITOR’S  REPORT 


TO 


BOARD  OF  GAME  COMMISSIONERS 

OF 

PENNSYLVANIA. 


From  January  1,  1899,  to  November  1,  1905. 


Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Nov.  1st,  1905. 

To  the  Board  of  Game  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania: 

Gentlemen;  Having  been  requested  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the 
Secretarj’  of  your  Commission,  I herewith  submit  the  following  as 
my  report; 

RECEIPTS. 


Sept.  13,  1898,  to  cash  turned  over 
by  Dr.  B.  H.  Warren,  |200  00 

To  warrants  on  appropriations  as 
follows, 

June  1,  1898  to  June  1,  1901, |800  00 

June  1,  1901  to  June  1,  1903 3,000  00 

June  1,  1903  to  June  1,  1905, 12,000  00 


|!15,800  00 

July  7,  1905,  1st  quarter’s  warrant 

on  present  appropriation,  ......  2,500  00 

18,300  00 


(15) 
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I’ciiallies  Collected  Tbrotigli  Office. 


For  year  commencing  Jan.  1,  1890 

and  1900,  |l,084  96 

For  year  commencing  Jan.  1,  1901,  916  09 

For  year  commencing  Jan.  1,  1902,  1,099  92 

For  year  commencing  Jan.  1,  1903,  655  63 

For  year  commencing  Jan.  1,  1901,  1,531  48 

For  year  1905  to  June  1st, 403  02 


15,691  10 

From  Jane  1,  1905  to  Nov.  1,  1905,.  . 1,685  13 


Penalties  From  State  Treasnrc'r. 


For 

year 

commencing 

Jan. 

1, 

1902, 

.f917 

87 

For 

year 

commencing 

Jan. 

1, 

1903, 

470 

70 

For 

year 

commencing 

Jan. 

1, 

1904, 

2,944 

91 

14,333  48 

From  June  1,  1905  to 

Nov. 

1, 

1905, 

920 

85 

5,254  33 


Certificates. 


For  year  commencing  Jan. 

1, 

1902, 

$40  00 

For  year  commencing  Jan. 

1, 

1903, 

35 

00 

For  year  commencing  Jan. 

1, 

1904, 

10 

00 

From  Jan.  1,  1905  to  June 

1, 

1905, 

30 

00 

From  June  1,  1905  to  Nov. 

1, 

1905, 

35 

00 

150  00 


Non  Resident  Licenses. 

For  year  commencing  Jan.  1,  1902,  -flO  00 

For  year  commencing  Jan.  1,  1904,  850  95 

From  June  1,  1905  to  Nov.  1,  1905,  30  00 

— 890  95 

Advanced  ]\lay  31,  1905  by  Dr.  Kalbfns  to  cover 

shortage  in  bank  account,  86  29 

June  1,  J905  to  Nov.  1,  1905  sale  of  Game 

LaAvs  issued  by  De])artment,  10  00 

Oct.  30,  1905,  private  contribution  for 

sj)ecial  Avork,  24  00 

Total  receipts,  


132,291  80 
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expenditurp:s. 

For  Office  Expenses,  including  postage,  print- 
ing, typewriting,  subscriptions  to  periodi- 
cals, janitor’s  services,  and  sundry  expenses: 


For 

year 

commencing 

Jan. 

1, 

1899, 

-1366  50 

P’or 

year 

commencing 

Jan. 

1, 

1900, 

556 

73 

For 

year 

commencing 

Jan. 

1, 

1901, 

521 

60 

For 

year 

commencing 

Jan. 

1, 

1902, 

58 

20 

For 

year 

commencing 

Jan. 

1, 

1903, 

259 

20 

For 

year 

commencing 

Jan. 

1, 

1904, 

154 

73 

For 

year 

1905  to  June 

1st,  . 

59 

91 

|1,946 

47 

From  June  i,  1905  to 

Nov. 

1, 

1905, 

379 

09 

For  Warden’s  Services. 

For 

year 

commencing 

Jan. 

1, 

1899, 

•|17 

11 

For 

year 

commencing 

Jan. 

1, 

4900, 

497 

82 

P’or 

year 

commencing 

Jan. 

1, 

1901, 

1,262 

50 

For 

year 

commencing 

Jan. 

1, 

1902, 

2,(585 

88 

For 

year 

commencing 

Jan. 

1, 

1903, 

4,463 

7(5 

For 

year 

commencing 

Jan. 

1, 

1904, 

9,611 

63 

For 

year 

1905  to  June 

1st,  , 

4,518 

52 

.f23,057 

oo 

From  June  1,  1905  to 

Nov. 

1, 

1905, 

3,911 

96 

P’or  Attorneys’ 

Fc^es. 

For 

year 

commencing 

Jan. 

1, 

1900, 

1125 

00 

For 

year 

commencing 

Jan. 

1, 

1902, 

400 

00 

P'or 

year 

commencing 

Jan. 

1, 

1903, 

480 

00 

For 

year 

commencing 

Jan. 

1, 

1904, 

314 

40 

For 

year 

1905  to  June 

1st, 

406 

82 

11,726 

22 

P'rom  June  1,  1905  to 

Nov. 

1, 

1905, 

328 

08 

i!2,325  56 


26,969  18 


,054  30 


Comniissioneis'  Expens(*s. 

For  year  coininencing  Jan.  1,  1!)()0,  .|4S  04 
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For  year  commencing  Jan.  1,  1901,  45  00 

For  year  commencing  Jan.  1,  1905,  29  70 

122  74 

Stenographer’s  Services. 


From  June  1,  1905  to  Nov.  1,  1905, 225  00 

July  1,  1905,  refunded  Dr.  Kalbfns  money  ad- 
vanced by  liim  on  May  31,  1905, 86  29 

Total  expenditures,  — — 131,783  07 

Ilalauce  in  hands  of  Secretary,  Nov.  1,  1905, |508  73 


Your  Secretary,  Dr.  Jos.  Kalbfns,  has  had  his  bank  book  balanced 
and  I find  his  balance  in  bank  agrees  with  the  balance  as  it  appears 
in  his  cash  book  and  as  set  forth  above. 

It  will  be  noticed  in  the  above  statement  that  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  have  been  brought  down  to  June  1st,  1905,  and  the 
transactions  which  have  occurred  since  that  date  are  added  on 
separately.  I have  done  this  because  I find  that  your  fiscal  year 
begins  at  that  time  and  that  you  might  consider  it  wise  to  close 
your  accounts  each  year  on  May  31st. 

If  you  take  the  difference  between  the  receipts  and  the  expendi- 
tures as  they  appear  above  on  May  31st,  1905,  you  will  find  the 
cash  balance  at  that  time  to  have  been  $34.17.  It  was  impossible 
for  me  to  balance  your  books  at  tliat  point  as  the  entries  are  con- 
linuous.  I should  have  shown  each  year’s  transactions  as  closing 
on  this  date,  but  owing  to  the  very  limited  time  at  my  command  this 
was  practically  impossible.  I should,  however,  recommend  that 
you  adopt  some  form  of  voucher-check,  similar  to  the  one  I herewith 
attach,  to  be  used  for  all  payments.  The  classifications  may  be 
varied  somewhat  to  suit  your  convenience,  but  its  advantages  can 
readily  be  noted.  This  Avill  not  only  simplify  your  method  of  book- 
keeping  but  will  enable  you  to  make  a satisfactory  audit  of  your 
accounts  at  any  time. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

ANSON  S.  DEVOUT,  • 
Auditor. 


SAVE  OUR  BIRDS. 


Methods  whereby  Game  and  other  Wild  Birds  can  best 
be  Protected  and  Cared  for. 


Recommendations  as  to  tlie  Trapping  and  Care  of  Qnail. 


Use  of  Poison  for  the  Extermination 
of  Vermin  and  Crows. 


JOSEPH  KALBFUS, 

Secretary  of  Qame  Commission. 
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; CoiiinionweaUli  of  IVniisylvauia, 

Office  of  fhe  Board  of  (fame  Commissioners, 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  January  3,  1905. 

Dear  Sir:  By  act  of  Assemi)Iy,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Itoard 
of  Game  Commissioners  to  j)iotect  the  game  and  wild  birds  of  this 
State.  I take  it  this  duty  extends  beyond  matters  specifically  men- 
tioned in  this  statute;  that  the  puri)Ose  of  the  law  is  to  save  the 
game  and  wild  birds  from  extinction,  and  that  it  is  as  much  my 
bounden  duty  to  protect  the  game  and  wild  birds  from  destruction 
through  the  agency'  of  four  footed  animals,  predatory  birds,  or  the 
elements,  as  it  is  to  say  these  same  things  shall  not  be  taken  by 
man,  except  under  the  letter  of  the  law.  I cannot  believe  that  the 
Game  Law  is  intended  for  a purpose  other  than  benefit  to  all  the 
l)eople  of  this  State,  or  that  it  is  my  duty  to  arrest  a poor  man  who 
may  kill  game  out  of  season,  when  he  net  ds  llie  .‘••au’e  for  food,  and 
then  stand  with  folded  arms  and  see  game  of  like  kind  destroyed 
by  storms,  vermin,  or  wild  animals,  big  or  lit!  le. 

AVith  the  idea,  then,  that  it  is  my  duty  to  give  all  the  protection 
in  my  power  to  the  game  and  Avild  birds  of  the  State,  I desire  to 
make  some  suggestions. 

I Avill  not  attempt  in  this  letter,  except  in  a limited  way,  to  touch 
uijon  the  A’alue  of  the  life  work  of  the  birds.  I do  want  it  under- 
stood, that  as  the  illustration  I may  use  shows  the  valiK'  of  the 
bird  named,  so  each  family  of  our  birds  has  its  specialty,  each  doing 
a particular  work  that  no  other  family  attempts  to  do,  except  to  a 
liniited  extent. 

Professor  Surface,  Economic  Zoologist  of  this  State,  tells  me  the 
annual  loss  to  Agriculture,  in  the  United  Slates,  aggregates  scores 
of  millions  of  dollars  fi'om  the  ravages  of  plant  lice  alone.  That  if 
the  natural  increase  of  pant  lice  was  not  curbed  in  some  way,  this 
world  would  not  be  inhabitable  by  man,  at  the  end  of  ten  ycuirs. 

One  of  the  great  protectors  of  plant  lice  is  our  common  ant,  which 
carries  the  egg  of  the  plant  louse  below  the  frost  line  in  Avinte", 
carries  the  young  louse  out  and  places  it  on  the  plant  in  the  spring, 
getting  therefrom,  in  return,  Avhat  is  knoAvn  as  hone}"  dew,  each  ant 
protecting  and  caring  for  A'ast  numbers  of  lice,  just  as  the  farmer 
cares  for  and  protects  his  catth*  for  the  return  they  give. 

One  of  ihe  great  destroyei  s of  ants  is  our  common  flicker  or  yellow 
hammer.  This  biid  is  the  most  terrestrial  of  all  Avood  peck(‘rs,  and 
takes  fully  sevenly-five  i)ei-  c<‘ut.  of  his  food  on  the  ground.  The 
examination  of  many  of  the  stomachs  of  these  bii'ds  has  jjroven 
conclusively  that  more  than  one-half  of  the  food  of  this  bird,  the 
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year  round,  is  made  uj)  of  ants,  and  demonstrated  tlie  capacity  of 
a single  flicker  to  consums  nine  thousand  ants  at  one  meal. 

No  game  bird  seems  to  have  a lirnier  hold  upon  the  public  mind 
than  the  common  quail,  or  “Bob  White,”  and  a study  of  this  bird, 
undertaken  by  the  Biological  Survey  at  Washington,  demonstrates, 
by  almost  limitless  examination  and  experiment,  that  the  economic 
value  of  the  quail  is  equaled  by  but  few  birds,  and  exceeded  by  none. 
His  food  supply  is  more  varied  than  that  of  most  birds,  and  is 
almost  without  exception  drawn  from  a source  through  which 
nothing  but  good  to  man  can  result.  He  consuim's  many  things, 
such  as  potato  bugs,  chinch  bugs,  the  cotton  boll  weavel,  certain 
caterpillars,  spiders  and  other  insects,  that  most  birds  avoid,  and 
that,  when  taken  at  all  by  such  other  birds,  are  eaten  to  a limited 
extent  only.  Professor  Surface  says,  in  his  Bulletin  of  January. 
11)04:  “No  birds  on  the  farm  are  more  valuable  as  seed  eaters  and 
insect  destroyers  than  the  common  quail.” 

In  addition  to  the  value  of  the  life  work  of  all  game  biids  is  the 
value  that  cannot  be  expressed  in  words  or  figures,  of  a day  afield 
with  gun  and  dog,  and  I know  there  is  no  sportsmen  who  will  not 
appreciate  what  I mean,  when  this  is  said.  There  is  a benefit  de- 
rived, that  no  one  who  fails  to  indulge  in  this  sport  can  realize, 
a benefit  that  is  not  drawn  through  the  killing  of  the  brids  only, 
and  that  comes  to  no  two  men  exactly  alike.  The  working  of  a dog 
speaks  in  different  language  to  different  men.  From  the  moment 
the  trail  is  struck  until  a dead  bird,  held  only  my  the  tip  of  a wing, 
is  brought  and  laid  at  one’s  feet,  all  else,  business  cares  and  engage- 
ments, sorrows  and  joys  outside,  are  alike  forgotten,  in  the  work  of 
that  dog. 

Six  times  to  my  c(*rtain  knowledge,  since  I first  began  to  take  a 
special  interest  in  this  work,  (juail,  because  of  severe  winters  and 
the  slaughter  of  market  hunters,  had  become  almost  extinct  in 
Pennsylvania.  Six  times  the  sportsmen  of  this  State,  as  an  organ- 
ization, with  a limited  number  of  outsiders,  went  down  into  their 
pockets  and  furnished  the  cash  where  with  to  buy  quail  in  other 
States  and  bring  them  into  this  State.  This  same  (hing  has  been 
done  every  year,  to  a more  or  less  degree,  and  I feel  })erfectly  safe 
in  saying,  that  were  it  not  for  this  importation  of  quail  there  would 
not  be  one  single  covey  in  this  State  to-day.  The  killing  of  these 
birds  for  the  market  has  to  a great  extent  be(‘n  stoj>])ed.  So 
likewise  have  the  avenin^s  through  which  live  birds  can  be  secured 
from  the  outside.  Four  years  ago  (piail  for  pro])agating  ])urpos<“S 
could  be  secured  without  limit  from  almost  evcuy  State  of  the  south 
and  w(‘st;  to-day  I can  count  such  Stat(*s  u])on  tin*  fingers  of  one 
hand,  the  supply  being  limited  from  these  and  the  ])rice  thr(‘e  and 
even  five  times  what  it  was  four  years  ago.  We  are  forced  into  the 
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position  ^vllel’e  we  must  protect  and  save  our  owu  birds,  if  we  hope 
to  have  any  iu  the  }’ears  to  come.  Aside  from  statutory  enactment 
every  citizen  and  lover  of  the  (jiiail  has  his  work  to  do,  and  I there- 
fore beg  each  individual,  I beg  the  farmer,  who  derives  more  benefit 
from  life  work  of  all  kinds  of  birds  than  an}’  other  class,  1 beg  th-> 
sportsman  with  his  limited  benefit,  of  a day  afield,  every  boy  and 
girl  who  takes  pleasure  in  our  birds,  every  professed  Christian  of 
this  State,  to  “not  pass  by  upon  the  other  side.”  The  winter,  in  its 
most  terrible  form,  is  indeed  at  hand  for  our  birds.  Don’t  let  them 
die.  I assure  you,  in  protecting  them,  you  are  only  benefiting 
yourself. 

The  law  at  this  time  permits  the  trapping  of  quail  from  the  first 
day  of  January  to  the  first  day  of  April  next  following,  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  them  alive  during  the  winter,  and  any  method 
through  which  this  can  be  accomplished  without  injury  to  the  bird 
ma}’  be  used.  They  may  be  led  into  traps  or  nets  by  lines  of  buck 
wheat  or  screenings,  and  after  captui-e  may  be  easily  kept  in  cages 
or  coops  of  proper  dimensions.  A good  plan  is  to  secure  a fair  sized 
room,  say  14x14;  be  sure  all  openings  whereby  rats  or  weasels  can 
enter  are  closed;  cover  the  window  with  woven  wire  and  leave  it 
so  that  plenty  of  fresh  air  will  be  given;  place  a pile  of  brush, 
ju'eferably  evergreen,  in  one  corner,  into  which  the  birds  can  re- 
treat; see  to  it  that  they  are  fed  and  watered  daily.  By  this  method 
many  more  birds  will  be  saved  than  in  any  other  way,  as  they  will 
not  be  exposed  to  storms  and  to  the  attacks  of  their  natural  enemies. 
If  a room  cannot  be  secured,  hang  up  bundles  of  unthreshed  grain, 
wheat,  rye,  buckwheat,  millet,  or  anything  that  will  supply  the  need, 
or,  better  still,  build  covers  under  which  ihey  can  feed,  choosing 
warm,  protected  corners  along  fences  for  this  purpose.  A good 
way  is  to  drive  two  stakes,  say  ten  feet  apart,  and  ten  feet  from  the 
fence  lay  a rail  on  the  stakes,  and  rails  from  the  fence  to  this  rail 
cover  with  brush  or  corn  stalks.  Be  sure  to  leave  all  sides  open, 
so  that  the  birds,  attacked  by  an  enemy,  such  as  a weasel,  or  house 
cat,  can  readily  make  their  escape.  Build  the  cover  about  three  feet 
high,  so  that  while  there  will  be  plenty  of  light  and  air,  it  will  be 
almost  impossible  for  a hawk  to  strike  the  birds  while  feeding,  which 
will  be  done  if  the  cover  is  too  high;  scatter  feed  both  threshed  and 
unthreshed  under  this  cover,  see  to  it  that  your  efforts  are  not  undone 
by  hawks,  or  house  cats,  or  other  predatory  creatures.  Two  or  three 
covers  of  this  kind  will  serve  a good  purpose  on  any  farm,  and  be 
followed  by  a full  return  of  money  and  labor  expended,  through  the 
work  of  the  birds. 

Experience  teaches:  4'hal  the  idea  of  giving  absolute  protection 
to  quail  for  a series  of  years,  or  to  certain  coveys  on  a farm,  is  not 
followed  by  the  best  results,  because  frequently  two  or  three  or 


more  hen  birds  will  lay  in  the  same  nest,  the  cock  birds  fight  over 
them,  and  no  hatching  be  the  result.  I therefore  recommend  the 
trapping  of  the  birds  in  every  instance  where  it  is  possible,  not 
only  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  them  alive  during  the  winter,  but 
also  for  the  purpose  of  separating  a covey  to  increase  the  chances  of 
propagation.  Where  the  birds  are  trapped  they  can  v.ell  be  allowed 
to  run  together  during  the  great  pai  t of  the  winter.  Two  or  three 
weeks  before  they  are  to  be  liberated,  divide  them  into  pairs,  placing 
a male  and  female  in  a separate  box  or  cage,  feed  and  keep  together. 
The  probability  is  that  the  birds  will  mate,  in  captivity,  or  at  least 
become  so  well  acapiainted  that  they  will  mate  after  their  release. 
This  will  result  in  a covey  for  each  pair  of  birds.  By  taking  the 
cage  or  box  in  which  the  birds  are  confined,  during  the  night  time, 
to  the  place  where  one  hopes  to  see  the  birds  propogate,  taking  off 
the  cover  or  slats,  sprinkling  food  around,  and  going  away  quietly, 
the  birds,  when  daylight  comes,  will  be  induced  to  come  out  without 
fright,  will  feed,  move  around,  feed  again,  and  remain  in  that  locality, 
without  dying  to  places  where  they  cannot  be  looked  after,  or  pro- 
tected. A little  judicious  handling  and  feeding  will  in  all  probability 
keep  them  there  until  the  young  are  hatched,  and  frequently  cause 
them  to  make  that  place  their  permanent  home.  If  the  covey  you 
have  trapped  is  released  in  pairs,  on  dift'erent  days,  on  different 
parts  of  the  farm,  the  probability  is  that  they  will  not  call  together, 
but  instead,  will  at  once  make  preparations  for  housekeeping,  with 
the  result  that  several  coveys  will  be  found  where  you  now  have 
but  one. 

It  is  a well-known  fact  that  the  male  bird  generally  leads  in  the 
night.  I would  suggest,  therefore,  as  a means  of  keeping  a pair 
of  (piail  in  a certain  locality,  that  about  two  days  before  releasing 
tlie  birds  you  pluck  five  of  the  large  feathers  from  the  tip  of  one 
wing  of  the  male  bird;  this,  while  not  taking  from  the  bird  abso- 
lutely the  power  of  flight,  will  cause  it  to  fly  in  circles  and  prevent 
lengthy  flights.  The  feathers  will  be  renewed  in  about  six  weeks; 
in  the  nu'antime  the  birds  will  become  fixed  in  the  locality,  and  in 
all  iirobability  have  housekeeping  started. 

Sportsmen  and  others  interested  in  the  preservation  of  the  wild 
turkey  should  see  to  it  that  food  of  sufficient  quality  and  in  sufficient 
quantity  be  procured  and  jilaced  during  the  winter  months  where  it 
can  be  secured  readily  by  these  birds.  We  have  in  this  State  a law, 
just  and  proper,  that  forbids  the  placing  of  poison  for  the  purpose 
of  intentionally  killing  domestic  animals  or  dogs.  The  penalty  for 
violation  of  this  act  includes  imprisonment,  as  well  as  a cash  penalty. 
There  is  still  another  law  that  forbids  the  placing  of  poison  outside 
of  buildings  for  the  purpose  of  killing  wild  animals  or  birds.  Still, 
the  Game  Commission,  through  its  duly  authorized  agents,  has  the 
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right  under  the  law  to  destroy  vermin  and  predatoiw  wild  animals 
and  birds  harmful  to  game  and  other  wild  birds  in  such  way  as  to 
them  niaj^  seem  best. 

Experience  teaches  us  (hat  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  reach  many 
of  the  wild  predatory  creatures  of  our  State  except  through  the  use 
of  poison.  I take  it  the  i)urpose  of  placing  poison  may  well  be 
judged  from  the  point  where  it  is  deposited  or  the  vehicle  used  to 
convey  it,  and,  therefore,  in  attempting  to  select  methods  of  con- 
veyance for  this  remedy,  have  tried  to  decide  ujjon  certain  things  not 
likely  to  be  taken  by  domestic  animals  of  any  kind  or  by  a dog.  I 
found  that  by  introducing  as  much  stryclmine  as  will  be  taken  up 
by  an  ordinal'}’  musket  cap  into  the  body  of  an  English  sparrow,  a 
mouse,  a piece  of  fish  or  eel,  and  dro])ping  same  into  a stone  wall  or 
stone  pile,  hollow  log,  or  stump  along  the  line  of  travel  of  vermin, 
many  animals  such  as  the  skunk,  the  weasel,  the  mink,  and  the  house 
cat  will  be  stopped  in  its  predatory  career,  and  such  action  will  add 
tenfold  to  the  safety  of  the  quail,  the  wild  turkey,  the  pheasant  or 
any  other  ground  nesting  or  ground  feeding  birds.  The  dead  body 
of  a rabbit  or  a chicken  or  sparrow  or  mouse,  treated  in  this  way, 
tied  to  the  end  of  a stick,  say  two  feet  in  length,  placed  in  the  hollow 
of  a tree  near  the  ground,  bait  end  up,  will  serve  a splendid  purpose. 
Poison  may  be  used  in  perfect  safety  in  the  above  mentioned  ways, 
the  dogs  not  being  able  to  get  at  it,  even  if  so  disposed,  while  smaller 
animals  will  be  able  to  reach  it  easily. 

One  gentleman  recently  told  me  of  three  weasels  he  killed  in  this 
way  with  one  bait,  the  bait  in  this  instance  being  the  body  of  a 
rabbit  killed  by  a weasel.  A dog  is  not  likely  to  eat  any  of  the 
aforementioned  bait,  even  if  he  should  find  it  in  the  woods.  If  placed 
as  directed  it  will  be  out  of  reach,  even  should  he  pass  that  way. 
When  the  warm  rains  begin,  bait  of  this  kind  will  quickly  be  decom- 
P'osed  and  rendered  harmless,  even  should  it  not  be  taken  by  vermin. 
Many  a predatory  animal  and  bird  will  be  called  down  in  this  way 
Avithout  the  aid  of  a bounty  laAv,  or  the  expense  attached  thereto. 

The  good  done  by  the  crow  through  the  destruction  of  mice  or 
insects  does  not  appear  to  weigh  in  the  balance  against  the  wrong 
done  by  these  same  birds.  The  rapid  disappearance  of  prairie 
chicken  in  Indiana,  Illinois  and  other  prairie  States  of  the  west  is 
directly  attributed  to  the  crow,  that  from  morning  to  night,  month 
ii.  and  month  out,  preys  uj)on  the  nests  and  young  of  these  birds, 
and  has  been  known  in  vei-y  many  instances  to  attack  and  kill  nearly 
full  grown  prairie  chickens. 

Dr.  Warren  tells  me  of  a spot  in  Pennsylvania  known  to  himself 
where  the  crow,  during  the  laying  and  nesting  time  of  the  wild 
waterfowl,  especially  the  mud  hen,  is  covered  to  the  depth  of  many 
inches  by  the  shells  of  the  eggs  of  these  birds,  all  of  which  w’ere 
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stolen  by  crows,  that,  in  scores  and  hundreds,  sweep  over  the 
marshes  in  that  locality",  devouring  every  egg  and  destroying  every 
young  bird  they  can  find,  ^^"e  all  know  how  the  robin  and  very  many 
other  of  our  small  birds,  during  their  nesting  time,  are  driven  almost 
to  the  window  sills  of  our  home  by  the  voracious  crow,  which,  to  my 
mind,  seem  to  destroy  individually  more  birds  of  all  kinds,  more 
birds’  eggs  and  more  young  poultr}'  than  any  hawk  that  ever  flapped 
a wing.  A little  corn  boiled  until  swollen  and  soft,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  a little  strychnine,  will  cure  the  crow  of  many  bad  habits. 

Kemember,  the  law  prohibits  the  placing  of  poison  by  the  general 
public. 

Remember,  in  using  strychnine,  that  it  is  a deadly  poison,  and 
should  in  all  ways  be  most  carefully  handled  and  cared  for. 

I feel  that  nothing  but  good  can  come  to  the  State  by  the  follow’- 
ing  of  any  of  the  suggestions  herein  made. 

Respectfully  yours, 

JOSEPH  KALBFUS, 
Secretary  of  the  Game  Commission. 
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